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Sara L.M. Davis, Ph.D. 
Email: sara.davis@graduateinstitute.ch 

http://megdavisconsulting.com 
 
EDUCATION  
 
Ph.D. University of Pennsylvania, Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, Folkore and Folklife (dual degree) 
 Degree with distinction 1999 
M.A. University of Pennsylvania, Asian and Middle Eastern Studies 1996 
B.A. University of Wisconsin-Madison, Chinese Language and Literature 1990 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  
 
Graduate Institute, Geneva 2019-present 
Special Advisor, Strategy and Partnerships, Global Health Centre (50% time) 

• Strategic advice to incoming co-directors and management team 

• Led development of 2020-24 strategy, “Open Global Health” 

• Advised on centre restructuring, development of management policies and tools 

• Coordination of outreach and partnerships with UN, NGOs, government, academic partners for work on 
research, convening and executive education 

• Coordinated an online series of side events for World Health Assembly during COVID-19 crisis 

• Supporting establishment of International Advisory Board 

• Guest lecture in global health courses 
 
Senior Fellow, Anthropology and Sociology Department 2019 

• Conducted research, guest lectures 
 
Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies 
Coordinator, Executive Course on Sexual Violence in Conflicts/Emergencies (30% time) 2016-present 

• Coordinate intensive course for humanitarian program managers from ICRC, MSF, UN agencies, NGOs, 
governments 

• Organize three face-to-face courses each year in Geneva and in Uganda; developed online version of 
course during COVID-19 crisis 

• Organize an annual public panel discussion at ICRC on sexual violence each year 

• Coordinate steering committee with UNHCR, UNFPA, ICRC, MSF, Physicians for Human Rights 

• Sit on committees and juries for MAS students, supervise thesis projects 

• Fundraising and outreach 
 
Independent Consultant, Geneva 2015-present 

• Specialize in strategic planning, and research, analysis, writing on global health strategy and policy  

• UN and civil society clients in global health and global governance, including Global Fund Board, UNAIDS, 
UNDP, IFRC, ICRC, private foundations (full list below) 

 
The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, Senior Human Rights Advisor 2013-15 

• First senior advisor on human rights 

• Led process of establishing minimum human rights standards in grant agreementsf or 140 countries, and 
a human rights complaints procedure 
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• Led consultations with UN and civil society to develop human rights technical brief 

• Led consultations with Secretariat and diverse Board constituencies to develop first human rights Key 
Performance Indicator   

• Led process of passing a policy to end funding for compulsory treatment programs and facilities.  

• Represented the Fund at regional and international meetings  

• Supervised team that developed 140 country briefs on human rights and health in each country. 

• Reviewed national and regional HIV, TB and malaria grants in Africa, Asia, Latin America and Caribbean, 
MENA and Eastern Europe and Central Asia 

• Convened international consultations, founded first Global Fund Human Rights Reference Grou 
 
Asia Catalyst, Founder and Executive Director 2006-2012 

• Trained dozens of community-based organizations and networks on organizational management, 
strategic planning, human rights documentation and advocacy  

 Built nonprofit budget from initial $50,000 grant to $800,000 annual budget  
 Co-founded legal aid center for people living with HIV in Beijing 
 Managed staff of eight in U.S. and Beijing, supervised research teams, produced multilingual reports and 

curricula 
 
Human Rights Watch, China Researcher 2002-05 

• Conducted organization's first field research inside China and wrote three human rights reports  

• Coordinated global advocacy campaigns linked to the reports, including at UN agencies, European Union, 
US and UK governments, and with private sector; held HRW's first meeting with Chinese government; 
Testified to European Parliament, US Congress 

• Represented Human Rights Watch to international media in English and Chinese  

• Coordinated and managed first Chinese-language website 

• Wrote annual report chapter on Myanmar/Burma 
 
OTHER ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT  
2015-18 Scholar in Residence, New York University Center for Human Rights and Global Justice 
Spr 2012 Visiting Scholar, Fordham Law School 
2002-04 Visiting Scholar, Columbia University Weatherhead East Asian Institute 
2001-02 Postdoctoral Fellow, UCLA Center for Southeast Asian Studies 
2000-01 Postdoctoral Fellow, Yale University Council on East Asian Studies 
1999-00 Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Pennsylvania 
1999-00 Lecturer, Temple University 
1993-94 Teaching Assistant, Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, University of Pennsylvania 
 
CURRENT RESEARCH INTERESTS  
Digital health, artificial intelligence and human rights; Politics of data and indicators in global health governance; 
COVID-19 and human rights; sexual violence in conflicts and emergencies; civil society in global health 
governance; closing civil society space; China, Southeast Asia, East Africa, Caribbean 
 
CONSULTING CLIENTS   
African Men for Sexual Health and Rights (AMSHeR) 
AIDS and Rights Association of Southern Africa (ARASA) 
Developing Country NGO Delegation to the Board of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria 
Free Space Process 
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Global Philanthropy Project 
International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) 
International Development Law Organization (IDLO) 
International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC) 
International HIV/AIDS Alliance 
International Network of People Who Use Drugs (INPUD) 
Joep Lange Institute 
KELIN Kenya 
Norwegian Red Cross 
Office of the Inspector General, the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria 
Open Society Foundations 
SRHR Africa Trust (SAT) 
UNAIDS 
UNDP 

 
PUBLICATIONS     
Single-author books: 
 
2020 The Uncounted: Politics of Data in Global Health, Cambridge University Press. 
 
2005 Song and Silence: Ethnic Revival on China's Southwest Borders, Columbia University Press. Republished in 

2006 by Silkworm Books, Thailand.  
 
Book chapters: 
 
Forthcoming: 
2020 “The surprising persistence of human rights defenders in China.” In M. Foblets, M. Goodale, M. 

Sapignoli, O. Zenker, eds. The Oxford Handbook of Law and Anthropology. Oxford University Press. 
 
 “The noble lie: Global health goals and ignoble realities”. In Phillip Alston., ed. Festschrifte for  
 Sally Engle Merry. 
 
Published: 
2018 with Charmain Mohamed. "Global rights, local risk: Community advocacy on right to health in China." In  
 Tine DeStrooper and Sally E. Merry, eds., Human rights transformation in an unequal world.  
 Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 
 
2009 with Agus Triwahyuono. “Police Abuse of Injection Drug Users in Indonesia.” In At What Cost? HIV and  
 Human Rights Consequences of the Global ‘War on Drugs’. Open Society Institute Public Health Program;  
 pp. 18-34. 
 
Articles: 
 
Published: 
2020 “Human rights and COVID-19”. Global Challenges Special Issue No. 1, June.  
 
2018  “Pharmocracy, bureaucracy, advocacy: Three new studies.” Book review, Political and Legal  
 Anthropology Review (PoLAR). 

http://cup.columbia.edu/book/song-and-silence/9780231135269
https://globalchallenges.ch/issue/special_1/human-rights-and-covid-19/


 
 
 

 
 
 

4 

 
 with Doris Schopper and Julia Epps. "Monitoring Interventions to Respond to Sexual Violence in  
 Humanitarian Contexts", Global Health Governance 12(1): Spring, 34-46. 
 
2017  "The Uncounted: Politics of data and visibility in global health." International Journal of Human Rights: 

Sustainable Development Goals and human rights special issue, ed. Inga Winkler.   
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13642987.2017.1348707. Winner of the International Geneva Award 2017 

 
2017 with William C. Goedel, John Emerson, Brooke S. Guven. "Punitive laws, key population size estimates, 

and Global AIDS Response Progress Reports: An ecological study of 154 countries." Journal of the 
International AIDS Society, 20.1. http://dx.doi.org/10.7448/IAS.00.00.1302680. 

 
2015  “Measuring the impact of human rights on health in global health financing.” Health and Human Rights, 

17.2: 97-105. 
 
2014  “Human rights and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.” Health and Human Rights, 

16:1: 134-147. 
 
2009  with Agus Triwahyuono and Risa Alexander. “Survey of abuses against injecting drug users in 

Indonesia.” Harm Reduction Journal, 6:28 (October). 
 
2007 “Dance, or else: The Politics of ethnic culture on China’s southwest borders,” Japan Focus (February). 
 
2006 “Writing on the wall: Marking the limits of ethnicity on China’s borders.” Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia 

7 (September).  
 
2003 "Premodern flows in postmodern China: Globalization and the Sipsongpanna Tais," Modern China 29: 

176-203. 
 
2001 "Orality, power, and cultural survival in Southwest China." The Drama Review 45:4: 25-41. 
 
UN and NGO reports: 
 
Forthcoming: 
Gender Assessment Reports Compendium, forthcoming, UNAIDS 
 
Co-author, Sexual orientation, gender identity and rights (SOGIR) in Africa: Liberia country report, forthcoming, 

UNDP and OHCHR. 
 
Co-author, Sexual orientation, gender identity and rights (SOGIR) in Africa: Nigeria country report, forthcoming, 

UNDP and OHCHR. 
 
Published: 
2019 Health, Rights and Drugs: Harm reduction, decriminalization, and zero discrimination for people who use 

drugs. UNAIDS.  
 
2018 with Michael O’Connor. Best practices on effective funding of community-led HIV responses. UNAIDS 

Programme Coordinating Board. UNAIDS/PCB (43) 18.28. 

http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2019/JC2954_UNAIDS_drugs_report_2019
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2019/JC2954_UNAIDS_drugs_report_2019
http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/20181120_UNAIDS_PCB43_Financing_Community-led_Responses_EN.pdf.
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 With Allan Maleche. “Everyone said no”: Biometrics, HIV and human rights – A Kenya case study. KELIN 

and the Kenya Key Populations Consortium.  
 
 Editor, Reinforcing marginalization: The impact of closing of civil society space on HIV response in 

Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda. International Center for Not-for-Profit Law (ICNL).  
 
2016 African key populations' engagement with global health financing institutions: A rapid review. African 

Men for Sexual Health and Rights (AMSHeR), Africa Sex Workers Association (ASWA), Gender DynamiX 
and Transbantu Association Zambia. Johannesburg, South Africa. 

 
2016 Governments fund communities: Six country experiences of financing community responses through 

governmental mechanisms. UNAIDS. 
 
2016 Invest in advocacy: Community participation in accountability is key to ending the AIDS epidemic. 

UNAIDS. 
 
2016 Perfect storm: Closing space for LGBT civil society in Kyrgyzstan, Indonesia, Kenya and Hungary. Global 

Philanthropy Project. 
 
2014 Managing the risk of human rights violations in Global Fund grants. The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB 

and Malaria. Meeting report. 
  
2012 China’s blood disaster: The way forward.  Asia Catalyst and Korekata AIDS Law Center. Bilingual (Chinese 

and English).  
 
2012 Employment discrimination against people living with HIV and injection drug users. Asia Catalyst and 

Kangxin Home. Bilingual (Chinese and English).  
 
2010 Medical discrimination against people living with HIV/AIDS. Asia Catalyst and Phoenix House. Bilingual 

(Chinese and English).  
 
2009 Restrictions on AIDS NGOs in Asia. Asia Catalyst. 
 
2009 with Lauren Burke. “I will fight to my last breath”: Barriers to AIDS treatment for children in China. Asia 

Catalyst. Bilingual (English and Chinese). http://asiacatalyst.org/resources/research/ 
 
2007 with Evan Anderson. AIDS blood scandals: What China can learn from the world’s mistakes. Asia Catalyst. 

Bilingual (English and Chinese).  
 
2005 “We could disappear at any time”: Retaliation and abuses against Chinese petitioners. Human Rights 

Watch.  
 
2005 Restrictions on AIDS activists in China. Human Rights Watch.  
 
2004  Demolished: Forced evictions and the tenants’ rights movement in China. Human Rights Watch. 
 
2003 Locked doors: The human rights of people living with HIV/AIDS in China.  Human Rights Watch. 

https://t.co/JtndZKuZx8.
http://www.icnl.org/news/2018/28%20Feb.html.
http://www.icnl.org/news/2018/28%20Feb.html.
http://www.amsher.org/african-key-populations-engagement-global-health-financing-institutions-rapid-review-2/
http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/JC2836_Governments-fund-communities_en.pdf
http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/JC2836_Governments-fund-communities_en.pdf
http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/JC2830_invest_in_advocacy_en.pdf.
https://globalphilanthropyproject.org/2016/04/22/perfectstormreport/
http://asiacatalyst.org/resources/research/
http://asiacatalyst.org/resources/research/
http://asiacatalyst.org/resources/research/
http://asiacatalyst.org/resources/research/
http://asiacatalyst.org/resources/research/
http://asiacatalyst.org/resources/research/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2005/12/07/we-could-disappear-any-time/retaliation-and-abuses-against-chinese-petitioners
https://www.hrw.org/report/2005/06/14/restrictions-aids-activists-china
https://www.hrw.org/news/2004/03/25/china-forced-evictions-spur-protests
https://www.hrw.org/report/2003/09/02/locked-doors/human-rights-people-living-hiv/aids-china
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Curricula and manuals: 
 
In preparation: 
"It happened to me: Documenting rights violations of people who use drugs". For International Network of 

People who Use Drugs.  
 
Published: 
2017 Joint action for prevention and response to sexual and gender-based violence: Training curriculum and 

supporting documentation. International Federation of the Red Cross. 
 
2016 Practical field guide for community-based human rights documentation. Asia Catalyst. Available in 

English, Chinese, Vietnamese and Khmer.  
 
2013 Know it, prove it, change it: A rights curriculum for grassroots groups. Asia Catalyst. Series of 3 manuals 

with teacher guides, in English, Chinese and Thai. 
 
2011 Nonprofit survival guide. In Chinese and English. Asia Catalyst. 
 
Commentaries and op-eds: 
  
2020 “The Silence at AIDS 2020 Virtual”. Health and Human Rights. July 8.  
 
 “Why are we failing to end HIV?” Medicus Mundi International. July 7. In English, French, German. 
 
 With Tony Sandset. “The Digital Tools, Artificial Intelligence, Health and Human Rights Workshop”. 

Global Health Centre blog, 30 June 2020.  
 
 “Contact tracing apps: Extra risks for women and marginalized groups”. Health and Human Rights. April 

29.  
 
 With Esom K., Gustav R., Maleche A, Podmore M. “A democracy deficit in digital health?” Health and 

Human Rights. January 16.  
 
 “Do Human Rights Restrictions at Home Undermine China’s Role at the UN?” China Law and Policy, 

March 30.  
 
2018 “AIDS 2018: Debates over best use of global funds,” Health and Human Rights, July 26.  
 
 “AIDS 2018: New technologies, new data, new risks,” Health and Human Rights, July 24.  
 
 “AIDS 2018: Award to Allan Maleche, a ‘tireless crusader,’” Health and Human Rights, July 23.  
 
 “AIDS 2018 kicks off: Warnings of a resurgent pandemic,” Health and Human Rights, July 23.  
 
 With Allan Maleche. “’Everyone said no’: Key populations and biometrics in Kenya,” Health and Human 

Rights, July 4.  
 

2016 "Legal impediments to prevention." Correspondence in Lancet HIV 3 (October): e461. 

http://asiacatalyst.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Field-Guide-June_forWeb.pdf.pdf
http://asiacatalyst.org/blog/tag/know-it-prove-it-change-it/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2020/07/the-silence-at-aids-2020-virtual/
https://www.medicusmundi.ch/de/bulletin/med-in-switzerland/why-are-we-failing-to-end-hiv?set_language=en
https://graduateinstitute.ch/index.php/communications/news/digital-tools-artificial-intelligence-health-and-human-rights-worskshop
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2020/04/contact-tracing-apps-extra-risks-for-women-and-marginalized-groups/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2020/01/a-democracy-deficit-in-digital-health/
https://chinalawandpolicy.com/2020/03/30/do-human-rights-restrictions-at-home-undermine-chinas-role-at-the-un/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2018/07/aids-2018-debates-over-best-use-of-global-funds/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2018/07/aids-2018-new-technologies-new-data-new-risks/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2018/07/aids-2018-award-to-allan-maleche-a-tireless-crusader/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2018/07/aids-2018-kicks-off-warnings-of-a-resurgent-pandemic/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2018/07/everyone-said-no-key-populations-and-biometrics-in-kenya/?platform=hootsuite
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 "Who pays to fulfill health rights? Aid eligibility, accountability and fiscal space," Health and Human  
 Rights, May 12. 
 
2015 "Human Rights Day: Call for action on health rights of people who use drugs," Graduate Institute Global  
 Health Program News, December 20, 2015. 
 
2014 "Good and tough conversations." Voices, blog of The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, Aug. 7. 
 
2013 with Navia Henao Ximena. ""Compulsory drug detention in East and Southeast Asia: Response from the  
 Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria." Correspondence in International Journal of Drug Policy,  
 http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2013.09.002  
 
2012 “CCMs Are Not the Best Vehicle for Getting Funds to the Grassroots,” Global Fund Observer 177/5,  
 Feb 29. 
 
2011 with Mark Heywood, “Prejudice Mars China’s AIDS Record,” Asian Wall Street Journal, Dec 1. 
 
2009 “NGOs Vital to HIV/AIDS Effort,” Phnom Penh Post, December 1. 
 
2006 “The Moustache Brothers,” Asian Wall Street Journal, October 6. 
 
2006 "A System 'Rotting from the Ground Up,'" Asian Wall Street Journal, February 20. 
 
2006 "Shifting from Academe to Human Rights Work," Anthropology News. DOI: 10.1525/an.2006.47.9.29 
 
2006 "AIDS and drugs in China," Letter to the editor, The New York Times, November 20. 
 
2005 "China's Contested Borders," Far Eastern Economic Review, November. 
 
2005 "China's Angry Petitioners," Asian Wall Street Journal, August 25. 
 
2005 "Unleash Civil Society in China to Save Lives," Asian Wall Street Journal, July 4. 
 
2005 With Mickey Spiegel, "Take Tough Action to End China's Mining Tragedies," Asian Wall Street Journal,  
 February 18. 
 
HONORS    
 
2017  International Geneva Award for "The Uncounted: Politics of Data and Visibility in Global Health" 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE   
 
Fieldwork experience: 
 
2016-19 Periodic fieldwork in Grenada and Dominican Republic to observe HIV study 
2017  One week of fieldwork in Kenya on HIV, biometrics and privacy 
2016  One week of interviews in Kenya, Malawi on key populations' engagement with global  

https://www.hhrjournal.org/2016/05/who-pays-to-fulfill-health-rights-aid-%20%20eligibility-accountability-and-fiscal-space/
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  health finance mechanisms 
2006  One month fieldwork in Indonesia on police abuse against people who inject drugs 
2005  One month mission in Beijing to document rights violations against petitioners for HRW 
2004  One month mission in Hong Kong to document police abuse for HRW 
2002  Two month mission in China and Hong Kong to document rights abuses for HRW 
2001  One month fieldwork in northern Thailand, Myanmar for book 
1999  Two months' post-dissertation fieldwork in border areas of Shan State and Laos  
1997-98 Ten months of continuous dissertation fieldwork in China 
 
Languages: 
 
Mandarin Chinese - Fluent; French - Intermediate (B2) competency and continuing study; Thai - Two years' 
course work at University of Pennsylvania; Tai Lue - Nine months' training in classical script with local instructor  
 
Teaching Experience: 
2020   Online: Executive Short Course on Sexual Violence in Conflicts and Emergencies (English) 
   Developed and taught 8-week online course for Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies. 
 
2016 - present Executive Short Course on Sexual Violence in Conflicts and Emergencies (English) 
   Séminaire sur le thème des violences sexuelles en situation de guerre et d’urgence (French) 
   Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies. The course is a one-week multi-disciplinary approach, 

taught in English and French, in Uganda and in Geneva. 
 
2017 - present "Right to Health," Global Health and Diplomacy, SIT Study Abroad, Nyon, Switzerland 
 
2016 - 18  "Sexual Violence: A Survivor-Centered Approach," Session of Diploma in Advanced Studies, 

Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies, Geneva. 
 
2017 - 18  Global Health (Online), Undergraduate course, University of Alabama at Birmingham 
 
2017  “HIV and Human Rights,” Session of Health and Human Rights (Online), College of Global Public 

Health, NYU. 
 
2015  Human Rights Investigative Methods (workshop), Conference of International Investigators  
 
2013  Introduction to Health & Human Rights (Professional seminar), The Global Fund  
 
2012  Change It: Health and human rights advocacy (workshop). Asia Catalyst, Chiang Mai, Thailand  
 
2011  Know It: The human rights framework (workshop), Asia Catalyst, Hong Kong 
 
2010  Prove it: Human rights documentation (workshop), Asia Catalyst, Bangkok, Thailand 
 
2005-8  Chinese Language (5th-7th grades), Ancient History (6th grade), English (6th grade) 
  Claremont Preparatory School, New York 
 
2001  Politics of Tourism, Yale University  
 

https://www.cerahgeneve.ch/education-training/courses-health/violences-sexuelles-en-situation-de-guerre-et-durgence/
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2000  Chinese Folk Performance, Politics of Tourism, University of Pennsylvania 
 
1999  Race and Empire, Temple University 
 
1999  Introduction to Chinese Civilization, University of Pennsylvania  
 
1993-4  Introduction to Chinese Civilization, Intro to Japanese Culture, Teaching Assistant, U Penn 
 
Podcast: 
 
2020 The Right On Podcast – Producer, interviewer, editor. Available on Apple, Spotify, Soundcloud. 
  
 Season 1: Human Rights Activists Respond to COVID-19 
 

• When the virus comes in the door, do human rights go out the window? with Scott Burris (Temple U 
Law), Patrick M. Eba (UNAIDS), Yaqiu Wang (Human Rights Watch). May 1, 2020. 

 

• Can we police our way out of the pandemic? With Edwin J. Bernard (HIV Justice), Felicita Hikuam 
(ARASA), Mikhail Golichenko (Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network). May 15, 2020. 

 

• Is violence against women (including trans women) on the rise? With Christine Alai (Kenyan human 
rights lawyer), Margaret Mbira Omondi (Women Concerns Center, Kenya), Karyn Kaplan (Asia 
Catalyst), Prem Pramoj na Ayutthaya (Rainbow Sky Association, Thailand). May 29, 2020. 
 

• Who will be left uncounted in data on COVID-19? With Jolovan Wham (Singapore social worker), 
Shirin Heidari (GENDRO), Marina Smelyanskaya (Stop TB Partnership). June 14, 2020.  

  
Media Interviews (Selected): 
 
2020 Corinne Carey, “The Uncounted: New book explores intentional gaps in health data”. The Sanctuary for  
 Independent Media, June 16. 
 
 Melissa Gira Grant, “The Pandemic Surveillance State”. New Republic, May 8.  
 
 Imogen Foulkes, “Pandemics and Power”. Inside Geneva, April 28. 
  
 Imogen Foulkes, "China at the UN.” Inside Geneva, March 22.  
  
2017 Fabien Feissli, "Victime ne s'accorde pas qu'au feminine." Le Matin March 22. (in French) 
 Burton Bollag, "Humanitarian action turns to male victims of sexual violence." Devex March 21. 
 
2016 Bobby Ramakant, "Count the people at HIV risk right: Is money being spent or sitting in banks?"  
  Citizen News Service, July 18.  
 "ONU: Une déclaration trop faible pour enrayer l'épidémie de sida?" Radio France International,  
  June 8. (in French) 
 Amanda Holpuch, "UN pledges to end AIDS epidemic but plan barely mentions those at most  
  risk." The Guardian, June 8.  

https://megdavisconsulting.com/right-on-podcast/
https://www.mediasanctuary.org/podcasts/the-uncounted-new-book-explores-intentional-gaps-in-health-data/
https://newrepublic.com/article/157639/pandemic-surveillance-stat
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/inside-geneva-podcast_pandemics-and-power/45722170
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2012 Elizabeth M. Lynch, "What's up with LGBT rights in China?" China Law and Policy, November 15. 
 -- "Where people still die of AIDS: China and the importance of grassroots activism." China Law and  
  Policy, June 26. 
 
2010 Ben Linden, "AIDS patients are not criminals." Asia Society blog, December 1. 
 Julie Turkewitz, "Freedom: Chinese AIDS activist Tian Xi released," Housing Works, Aug 25. 
 "AIDS activists: Chinese colleague detained wrongly." Associated Press, August 26. 
 "Chinese AIDS activist who caught the virus as a boy is detained by police, colleagues say." Fox  
  News, August 21. 
 Peter Ford, "Law chokes Chinese NGOs' foreign funding," May 20. 
 Tania Branigan, "Chinese police shut down country's first gay pageant." The Guardian, Jan 15. 
 Ariana Eunjung Cha and Ellen Nakashima, "Google China cyberattack part of vast espionage  
  campaign, experts say." Washington Post, January 14 
 
2009 Ian Johnson, "In China, the forgotten Manchu seek to rekindle their glory." Wall Street Journal,  
  October 3. 
 Beth Greenfield. "The forbidding city: A queer film festival banned in Beijing comes out in New  
  York." Time Out New York, September 2. 
 Kathleen E. McLaughlin, "China's youngest AIDS victims kept in the dark," April 20. 
 
2008 John M. Glionna, "China's 'action plan' on rights meets skepticism." LA Times, November 7. 
 
2007 John Gamaut and Maya Li Puding. "China's deadly trade." The Age, November 24. 
 Tim Johnson, "China cracks down on AIDS activists." Seattle Times, August 17. 
 "China bans AIDS rights meeting, group says." Reuters, July 29. 
 
Peer review of journal articles: 
 
BMC International Health and Human Rights, Global Health Governance, Health and Human Rights, International 
Journal of Health Policy and Management, Journal of Human Rights, Journal of International AIDS Society, The 
Lancet, Medical Anthropology Theory, Southeast Asian Studies 
 
Committee Involvement and Public Service: 
 
2020  Co-editor with Carmel Williams, Special issue on big data and AI, Health and Human Rights Journal 
2019-20 Robert Carr Fund for Civil Society Networks, Nominations Working Group, member 
2018-19 Oxfam Independent Commission, Survivors Reference Group, member 
2018-19 “Eradication: The science and politics of a world without aids,” Research project, Advisory group. 
2017-  Robert Carr Fund for Civil Society Networks, Program Advisory Panel, member 
2017-19 University of Pennsylvania college applicant interviewer 
2017-18 Committee on institional policy on sexual violence, CERAH 
2016-  Steering Committee on Sexual Violence, CERAH 
2013-17 Asia Catalyst board member, Chair of finance committee 
2013-16 China Development Brief advisory group member 
2013-16 Global Fund procurement committee member 
2015  NYU International Law and Human Rights Fellowship application reviewer 
2015  Robert Carr Network Fund, proposal reviewer 
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Spr 2007 AAA Committee for Human Rights, Chair 
2004-06 China Labor Watch advisory group member 
 
LECTURES AND MEETINGS (Since 2009)          
 
2020: Panelist, UNDP. The promise and perils of digital technology: Access for young key populations. 

Webinar during AIDS 2020. 9 July 2020.  
 
 Nominating speaker for Caribbean Vulnerable Communities Coalition and University of Alabama at 

Birmingham, winners of the Robert Carr Research Award. AIDS2020. 7 July 2020.  
 
 Panelist and organizer. Health aid accountability and the politics of data. Kampala Initiative, hosted 

by Medicus Mundi International; co-sponsored by CVC Coalition, GrenCHAP, and Developing 
Country NGO Delegation to the Global Fund Board. Webinar, 26 June.  

 
 Speaker, “The Uncounted: Politics of data in global health”, with Ryan Whitacre and Karl Blanchet. 

Global Health Centre research webinar, cosponsored by GENDRO and Geneva Centre of 
Humanitarian Studies. 11 June. 

 
 Co-organizer, Digital Tools, Artificial Intelligence, Health and Human Rights virtual workshop, with 

University of Oslo. June 4-5.  
 
 Moderator, Is space closing for civil society in global health? World Health Assembly virtual side 

event. With Nadejda Dermendjieva (Bulgarian Fund for Women), Dr. Mercy Korir (KNCTV 
journalist), Mike Podmore (STOPAIDS), Thomas Schwarz (Medicus Mundi International), Gargeya 
Telakapalli (People’s Health Movement). May 19.  

 
Panelist, Geneva Macro Labs. COVID-19: Privacy versus Health? Webinar. 29 April 2020.  
 
Moderator, Global Health Centre, Graduate Institute. “Human rights and COVID-19” webinar. 14 
April 2020, Geneva, Switzerland. 

 
2019: Albert Hirschmann Centre on Democracy, Graduate Institute, panelist. “A democracy deficit? 

Governing new digital technologies in global health”. Digitally resilient democracies workshop. 
December 9th, 2019.  

 
 Panelist, Center for Human Rights and Global Justice, New York University School of Law. “The local 

futures of human rights” panel. The Life and Work of Sally Engle Merry conference, November 7, 
New York.  

 
 Co-chair and panel organizer, "Anthropology of mathematical modeling." Association of Social  
 Anthropologists, September 2019. 
 

Invited plenary speaker, "Can we democratize data?" Democratizing Data: Grassroots strategies to 
advance human rights. New York University Bernstein Institute conference, 17 April. 

 
 Invited speaker, "Data protection and rights in the era of digital health." UNDP, New York. 16 April. 
 

https://graduateinstitute.ch/index.php/communications/news/digital-tools-artificial-intelligence-health-and-human-rights-worskshop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oMW5deLM3RI&feature=youtu.be
https://graduateinstitute.ch/73WHA-Civil-Society
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 Invited speaker, "The Uncounted: Politics of data in global health finance." Global Health Centre,  
 The Graduate Institute, Geneva. 9 April.  
 
 Invited discussant, Midi de la recherche, Global Studies Institute, University of Geneva. 29 March. 
 
 Speaker and panel organizer, “Human rights transformations in practice.” Graduate Institute,  
 Geneva. 15 February.  
 
 Invited participant, “Expert meeting on the application of human rights to SOGI data activities.” UN  
 International Expert on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity consultation, Geneva, 14 February. 
 
 Facilitator, “SGBV indicators writeshop.” Norwegian Red Cross, Geneva, January 26-27. 
 
2018: Speaker, Executive Session: “Human rights transformations: Resilience and adaptation in an  
 unequal world.” Chair: Sally Engle Merry. American Anthropological Assocation conference, San  
 Jose, 18 November. 
 
 Speaker, “HIV, human rights and cost-effectiveness.” Valuing Health conference, University of  
 Edinburgh, 5 September.  
 
 Moderator, “Sexual Violence Against Migrants” public conference. International Committee of the  
 Red Cross, Geneva, September 10. 
 
 Facilitator, “INPUD Consultation: Development of UNDP International Guidelines on Human Rights  
 and Drug Policy,” July 21-22. 
 
 Invited speaker, Key Populations Size Estimate Data Validation meeting, St. George’s, Grenada, May  
 16. 
 
 Invited speaker, “Biometrics, HIV and Human Rights,” New York U. Scholars in Residence Forum,  
 April 23. 
 
 Facilitator, Developing Country NGO Delegation to the Global Fund Board, Annual planning  
 meeting, Marrakech, March 8-10. 
 
 Speaker, “Sexual violence in conflicts and emergencies: Strengthening the Response.” Riyadh  
 International Humanitarian Forum, February 26. 
 
2017:  Facilitator, Developing Country NGO Delegation to the Global Fund Board, Internal Pre-meetings,  
 Geneva. November 10. 
 
 Invited speaker, "The uncounted: Politics of data and visibility in global health". Leaving No One  
 Behind: Inclusive Development, Health and Rights. The Graduate Institute, Geneva, November 1. 
 
 Panelist, "Inequalities in the Sustainable Development Goals," Institute for the Study of  
 Human Rights, Columbia University, October 16. 
 
 Speaker, "The uncounted: Politics of data and visibility in global health". Governing by Numbers:  
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 Key indicators and the politics of expectations. Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg,  
 Halle, October 7-9. 
  
 Speaker, "HIV, human rights and cost-effectiveness". Critical Legal Studies Conference, University  
 of Warwick, September 2. 
 

 Invited panelist, "Human rights and the realities of multiple discrimination," Univ. of Geneva, June  
 27. 

 
 Facilitator, Strategic planning retreat. AIDS and Rights Association of Southern Africa  
 (ARASA), Cape Town, South Africa, May 2017. 
 
 Discussant, Panel on LGBT rights. NYU School of Law Center for Human Rights and Global Justice,  
 New York, April 20. 
 
 Facilitator, Annual planning retreat. Developing Country NGO Delegation to the Global  
 Fund Board, Bangkok, Thailand, April 2017. 
 
 Welcome remarks, "Male survivors of sexual violence: Breaking the silence," March 23,  
 International Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva. 
 
 Facilitator, Meeting of the Implementers Group of the Global Fund Board, Geneva, Switzerland,  
 February 2017. 
 
2016:  Speaker, Webinar presentation, Global Network of People Living with HIV, December 19.  
 
 Speaker, "The perfect storm: Closing space for LGBT civil society in Kenya, Indonesia, Hungary and  
 Kyrgyzstan", United Nations Association-New York, December 12. 
 
 Speaker, "The uncounted: Visibility and politics of data in global health", NYU College of Global  
 Public Health, New York, October 3. 
 
 Facilitator, International Federation of the Red Cross retreat/writeshop on Sexual and Gender- 
 Based Violence, Beirut, Lebanon, October 17-21. 
 
 Facilitator, Developing Country NGO Delegation to the Global Fund Board, Retreat, Nairobi,  
 Kenya, September 21-23. 
 
 Opening Plenary Speaker, Action + Access: Rights and Demands of Gay and Bisexual Men in the  
 Global HIV Response, International AIDS Conference, Durban, July. 
 
 Speaker, "Perfect storm: Closing space for LGBT civil society in Kenya, Indonesia, Hungary and  
 Kyrgyzstan". Panel on "Human Rights, Wrongs and Realities: Translating Frameworks Into Actions",  
 International AIDS Conference, Durban, South Africa, July 19.  
 
 Keynote Speaker, “Impact of civil society exclusion on ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030,” UN High- 
 Level Meeting Side Event at Ford Foundation, June 7. 
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 Facilitator, Developing Country NGO Delegation to the Global Fund Board, Retreat, Mombasa,  
 Kenya, April 4-6. 
 
2015:  Speaker, "Monitoring compulsory drug detention centers," Panel on "Joining the Conversation:  
 Anthropological Inquiry into Mass Incarceration," American Anthropological Assoc., Denver,  
 CO, November 21. 
  
 Speaker, "Human rights, capacity, and right-to-health advocacy in China," Law and Localization  
 workshop, NYU School of Law Center for Human Rights and Global Justice, New York, November 10. 
 
 Plenary speaker, "Those we impact," 16th Conference of International Investigators, Montreux,  
 Switzerland, September 30.  
 
 Facilitator, "Human rights investigations," Training for Conference of International Investigators,  
 September 29. 
 
 Speaker, Open Society Foundations Governance of Health Strategy Meeting, New York, August 11. 
 
 Facilitator, African Men for Sexual Health and Rights retreat, Johannesburg, South Africa, July 3-5. 
 
 Speaker, "TB and human rights", Brocher Foundation Workshop on Emerging Ethical and Human  
 Rights Issues in Tuberculosis, Hermance, Switzerland, May 25. 
 
 Speaker, “Health and human rights,” Legal Environment in Humanitarian Action seminar, Centre  
 d’enseignement et de recherche en action humanitaire de Genève (CERAH), Geneva, Switzerland,  
 
 Speaker, "Human rights risk in Global Fund grants," Global Fund Eastern Europe and Central Asia  
 Regional Risk Workshop, Istanbul, Turkey, February 29. 
 
 Speaker, “Health and human rights”, Human Rights and Development Seminar, University of Essex. 
 
2013: Panelist, UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health Handover meeting, New Delhi, India, 
 October 24. 
 
2012:   Speaker, "Building grassroots nonprofits in China," Leitner Center for International Law and Justice,  
 Fordham University, February 7. 
 
2011:  Speaker, "Civil society and legal activism in China: The public health challenge," Fordham  
 University. February 24. 
 
2010:  Speaker, "Sex work legislation: Solution or problem?" Satellite Session at International AIDS  
 Conference, Vienna, July 20. 
 
 Moderator, Roundtable "HIV/AIDS in China: Is it a rights issue?" Asia Society. December 1. 
 
2009:  Speaker, "China's citizen complaint system: Prospects for accountability." Roundtable before the  
 Congressional-Executive Commission on China, 111th Congress, 1st Session. December 4, 2009. 
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PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS          
 
American Anthropological Association, Society for Medical Anthropology, International AIDS Society, Law and 
Society Association, European Association of Social Anthropologists, Association of Social Anthropologists (UK). 
 
OTHER INFORMATION            
 

• Citizenship: Dual US and UK. Switzerland C residence and employment permit, pending 2020. 

• Blog posts on politics of data, health, human rights, travel at http://megdavisconsulting.com.   

• Twitter: Active on Twitter @saralmdavis with over 1800 followers 

• Playwright, author of “Geneva/Genève,” one-act play, New Directors Evening, February 19, 2019 

• Author of a book-length adventure story for children ages 7-11, Monkey on a Mission, online at 
http://monkeyonamission.wordpress.com.  

• Member of Geneva Writers Group, International Ski Club of Geneva, and Geneva English Dramatic 
Society.  

http://monkeyonamission.wordpress.com/

